The Catcher in the Rye – Final Paper

Writers use images, symbols, and motifs to help readers focus on a particular theme in a novel. In The Catcher in the Rye, Salinger uses several of these devices to develop his major themes. Choose one theme from the novel, and with text evidence, argue something debatable about what readers can learn from the novel (related to the theme chosen) using three symbols that support the theme.
· Your thesis must include the theme (overall learned message, which will become your main argument) that you see Salinger trying to prove to readers. You should also include your supporting details in your thesis.  

· Your supporting details must be quotations that reference or represent the three symbols you choose to help support the theme. Also, focus on what readers learn through these symbols about the theme. 
Rubric
	
	A
	A-
	B-
	C-
	D-
	F

	Did you have a well-developed thesis that clearly explained Salinger’s point with the novel through a theme? Do you include supporting details (3 symbols)?
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5

	Did you have an introduction that was organized and contained all the necessary information? (Attention Getter, Preview, and Thesis)
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5

	Did you come up with concrete details from the book that proved your thesis? These need proper in-text citations.
	20
	18
	16
	14
	12
	11

	Did you organize your paper with the use of transitions, topic sentence, and paragraph structure? Did you vary your word choices and use elevated vocabulary as well as complex sentence structure?
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5

	Did you explain how these symbols, themes and images proved your thesis (commentary?)
	20
	18
	16
	14
	12
	11

	Did you have a conclusion that wrapped up your paper, restated your thesis and left us thinking about your topic?
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5

	Did you format in MLA style as well as have a properly formatted works cited page?
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5

	Did you check for spelling, grammar and punctuation?
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5

	TOTAL
	/100




Reminders

· Use present tense

· Never use 1st person
· Never use 2nd person
· Analyze, don’t summarize
· Don’t talk to the reader – write
You will receive -5 points off for having no works cited and/or in-text citations AND a 0 in grade book until they are in. You will have 24 hours to get it turned back to me or you risk losing more points. 

The outline is due in class on _______________. 
The paper is due on______________ on Turnitin.com by 11:59 PM. My Turnitin class info can be found at Vonhaden.weebly.com under the “Links & Turnitin" page.
Introduction
1. Attention Getter: This must be something to pull us into the paper. You cannot use a question!  

2. Thesis: This is where you explain what theme you see the author using and what it means.
In the novel, The Catcher in the Rye, by J.D. Salinger, the author teaches the reader that…
3. Preview: You must set up your paper for us by explaining (in a list format) how you will prove your thesis. (You can use the statement below.)

In the novel, The Catcher in the Rye, Salinger teaches readers… [theme/lesson learned]… through the use of the… [symbols]…
Body Paragraph #1
1. Topic Sentence: Remind us of your thesis and how your first symbol PROVES your thesis.  
One way that Salinger shows us that we must learn to let people make mistakes is through the symbol of the museum.)

2. Example: Explain the example you are going to use from the book. You should have specific lines from the book that show us how this symbol is used. It should be lines that you can explain to prove your thesis.  

For example, in the book, Salinger uses the _________ when Holden is ______.  (This may be different than yours, but you can use for example, to start your sentence.)

3. Commentary: You must now explain your example to us. Explain HOW it proves your thesis.  This is crucial to demonstrating your understanding. (There should be at least 3 – 5 sentences here where your voice comes out.)
4. Concluding Sentence: Wrap up the paragraph with a restatement of the topic sentence.

Body Paragraph #2
1. Topic Sentence: Remind us of your thesis and how your first symbol PROVES your thesis.
2. Example: Explain the next example you are going to use from the book. You should have specific lines from the book that show us how this symbol is used. It should be lines that you can explain to prove your thesis.
3. Commentary: You must now explain your new example to us. Explain HOW it proves your thesis.  This is crucial to demonstrating your understanding. (There should be at least 3 – 5 sentences here where your voice comes out.)

4. Concluding Sentence: Wrap up the paragraph with a restatement of the topic sentence.
Body Paragraph #3
1. Topic Sentence: Remind us of your thesis and how your first symbol PROVES your thesis.
2. Example: Explain the next example you are going to use from the book. You should have specific lines from the book that show us how this symbol is used. It should be lines that you can explain to prove your thesis.
3. Commentary: You must now explain your new example to us. Explain HOW it proves your thesis.  This is crucial to demonstrating your understanding. (There should be at least 3 – 5 sentences here where your voice comes out.)

4. Concluding Sentence: Wrap up the paragraph with a restatement of the topic sentence.
Conclusion

1. Restate Thesis

2. Restate Projected Organization

3. Wrap UP!
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